Pattern of glomerulonephritis in Hong Kong.
A retrospective analysis of all renal biopsies (961) performed in two regional hospitals in Hong Kong during 1977-1985 revealed that IgA nephropathy was the most frequently encountered glomerulopathy. Lipoid nephrosis (minimal change nephrotic syndrome) remained the commonest cause of nephrotic syndrome in children. The frequencies of mesangiocapillary glomerulonephritis, focal glomerulosclerosis, and idiopathic membranous nephropathy were lower than in other populations. Membranous nephropathy was frequently associated with hepatitis B virus antigenemia, especially in children. Other chronic infections did not have a significant pathogenetic role in glomerular diseases. Lupus nephritis was the commonest secondary glomerular disease in our study, and over seventy percent of the renal biopsies showed advanced pathologies with either diffuse proliferative glomerulonephritis or membranous nephropathy.